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could be ascribed either to France or to England, to one
or the other, and preferably to England, since that, as we
are now entitled to assume, was the ulterior motive in the
minds of the initiators of the scheme.
This is the unmistakable conclusion which results from
the study of the documents, if one examines them in
detail, bearing in mind our earlier observations. Let us
refer to document No. 20 of the German White Book.
The date mentioned in the title is, itself, revealing :
" Communication handed to the German Foreign Office by
the Italian Ambassador on the morning of September 2nd,
1939."
What! Was it only on the morning of September 2nd
that the Italian Ambassador apprised Berlin of so
important a diplomatic step, which, moreover, was taken
on August 3ist at i.o p.m. ? Here, already, is something
decidedly odd.
Now, what is there in this notice, this veritable poem of
diplomatic language ? Let us go through it line by line
to savour at every stage the artistry of the composer.
" For your information Italy communicates to you,
naturally leaving every decision to the Fuhrer ..."
Wait a minute ! " for your information! " No more
than that ? After three days of telephone calls from
Rome to Paris and London, there still had been none
between Rome and Berlin, or, if there had, Herr von
Ribbentrop had not been informed of the'plot that was
being hatched at the Chigi Palace ! Really, that is carry-
ing dissimulation to the point of effrontery ! Let us read
further: "... naturally leaving every decision to the
Fuhrer . . ."
The '* naturally " was put in to emphasise that, Duce
though he be, Mussolini is only in tow behind the Fuhrer.
To continue:
"... that she is still in a position to obtain the consent of
France, England and Poland to a conference on the following
bases: